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2-8 adults / One card or a short shared round / 24 original prompts

Use 24 spoiler-free icebreakers before an adult book club discusses its chosen book. The cards focus on

reading, book-shaped ideas, and an invented bookshelf. Nobody needs to name a book, finish a reading

assignment, or demonstrate literary knowledge.

1. Tell the group that this opening stays away from plot details. Choose one card from Before the

discussion, Reading lives, or An invented bookshelf.

2. Invite volunteers, including people who have not finished the book. An imaginary example is fine;

nobody has to disclose their reading progress.

3. Close the warm-up before moving into the actual discussion. Agree separately how the group will

handle spoilers for that part of the meeting.

Always room for a pass

Answer, invent an example, listen, think quietly, or pass without explaining. Keep participation voluntary;

do not score, record, or evaluate replies.

Use general or invented examples. Keep private information out of the activity. No account, shared online room, or
response upload is part of this page.

Printing & privacy

Use A4 paper. Print single-sided at 100% / Actual size, one PDF page per sheet. Test a page first. Cut only card
sheets; keep notes and worksheets whole. Do not collect answers.

Original AI-assisted draft questions. Human English review, group playtesting, physical print quality, and duplex alignment are not
yet verified. Planned durations are not measured outcomes.

Print check: measure these bars after printing at 100% / Actual size.

1 inch 25 mm
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A small host plan.

A shared invitation

One card, optional replies

1. Tell the group that this opening stays away from plot details. Choose one card from Before the discussion,
Reading lives, or An invented bookshelf.

2. Invite volunteers, including people who have not finished the book. An imaginary example is fine; nobody has to
disclose their reading progress.

Before discussing the selected book

Adapt or stop at the agreed point

1. Choose one reading-related card and keep replies free of plot details. Then explicitly announce the transition to the
book discussion.

2. Close the warm-up before moving into the actual discussion. Agree separately how the group will handle spoilers
for that part of the meeting.

Host checklist

- Explain how the activity ends before it starts.

- Keep listening, passing, and quiet thinking available.

- Do not collect, rank, photograph, or publish answers.
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F26-001 / REV 1

Before the discussion

What opening invitation would help someone
join a book club discussion without having
finished the book?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-002 / REV 1

Before the discussion

What could a host ask before anyone mentions
the plot?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-003 / REV 1

Before the discussion

What makes a question about reading feel like
an invitation rather than a test?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-004 / REV 1

Before the discussion

What would you name a book club where
listening counts as joining in?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-005 / REV 1

Before the discussion

What detail would you put on a bookmark for
today's gathering?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-006 / REV 1

Before the discussion

What would make a short reading break feel
complete?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-007 / REV 1

Before the discussion

What could a group discuss using only a book's
title, without guessing its plot?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-008 / REV 1

Before the discussion

What is a comfortable way to say that you would
rather skip a particular discussion question?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.
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Reading lives

What makes a page inviting before you have
read a word of it?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-010 / REV 1

Reading lives

What would you include in a reading corner that
fits beside one chair?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-011 / REV 1

Reading lives

What kind of sentence makes you want to read
it aloud?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-012 / REV 1

Reading lives

What ordinary place would you enjoy reading
about in unexpected detail?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-013 / REV 1

Reading lives

What could a book cover suggest without
showing a person or a landscape?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-014 / REV 1

Reading lives

What makes it easy to return to a book after a
long pause?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-015 / REV 1

Reading lives

What would you enjoy finding in the margin of a
secondhand book, with no personal information
attached?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-016 / REV 1

Reading lives

What would you ask a bookmark about the
books it has visited?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.
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An invented bookshelf

Invent a shelf label for books that do not fit any
existing category.

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-018 / REV 1

An invented bookshelf

What would be the title of a reference book
about imaginary household objects?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-019 / REV 1

An invented bookshelf

What would a library lend if it could lend
something besides objects?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-020 / REV 1

An invented bookshelf

What would a map inside a book about a single
kitchen drawer show?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-021 / REV 1

An invented bookshelf

Invent a dedication for a book written by a
patient stone.

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-022 / REV 1

An invented bookshelf

What would the first sentence of a book about a
misplaced full stop be?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-023 / REV 1

An invented bookshelf

What kind of index would a book of unfinished
daydreams need?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F26-024 / REV 1

An invented bookshelf

Invent a book club question for characters who
have never learned what a book is.

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.


