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|cebreaker Questions for Volunteer Groups

Host rules / Keep this page

2-8 adults / One card or a short shared round / 24 original prompts

Use 24 icebreaker questions at an adult volunteer orientation or small group welcome. Begin with a light
introduction, talk about general ways to start together, or invent a fictional helping team. Keep client
stories, personal motives, and official training separate.

1. Tell adults that this is an optional welcome activity, separate from attendance and official training.
Choose one card and invite volunteers.

2. Keep examples general or fictional. Do not request information about clients, visitors, background
checks, health, or personal reasons for volunteering.

3. End before the official briefing. Do not collect answers or treat participation as evidence of suitability,
commitment, or training completion.

Always room for a pass

Answer, invent an example, listen, think quietly, or pass without explaining. Keep participation voluntary;
do not score, record, or evaluate replies.

Use general or invented examples. Keep private information out of the activity. No account, shared online room, or
response upload is part of this page.
Printing & privacy

Use A4 paper. Print single-sided at 100% / Actual size, one PDF page per sheet. Test a page first. Cut only card
sheets; keep notes and worksheets whole. Do not collect answers.

Original Al-assisted draft questions. Human English review, group playtesting, physical print quality, and duplex alignment are not
yet verified. Planned durations are not measured outcomes.

Print check: measure these bars after printing at 100% / Actual size.
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Facilitator notes / Keep this page
A small host plan.

A shared invitation
One card, optional replies

1. Tell adults that this is an optional welcome activity, separate from attendance and official training. Choose one card
and invite volunteers.

2. Keep examples general or fictional. Do not request information about clients, visitors, background checks, health,
or personal reasons for volunteering.

Before orientation begins
Adapt or stop at the agreed point

1. Offer one card to a small willing group, with listening and passing equally welcome. Then clearly hand over to the
official orientation.

2. End before the official briefing. Do not collect answers or treat participation as evidence of suitability, commitment,
or training completion.

Host checklist

- Explain how the activity ends before it starts.
- Keep listening, passing, and quiet thinking available.
- Do not collect, rank, photograph, or publish answers.
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Card sheet / Cut along the thin outlines

F33-001/REV 1
An easy welcome
What would make a volunteer welcome table

easy to recognize without asking anyone for a
personal story?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-003/REV 1

An easy welcome

What ordinary interest could a new volunteer
share without discussing their background?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-005/REV 1

An easy welcome

What could a host explain before inviting people

to join a pair activity?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-007 / REV 1

An easy welcome

What could a welcome note say to someone
attending only the orientation?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.
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F33-002 / REV 1
An easy welcome

What could an introduction invitation say
besides asking why someone volunteered?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-004 / REV 1
An easy welcome

What would make a first group conversation feel
separate from official training?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-006 / REV 1
An easy welcome
What would help someone ask an everyday

guestion when everyone else seems familiar
with the space?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-008 / REV 1

An easy welcome

What would make a seated conversation easy
for a newcomer to observe first?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.
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Card sheet / Cut along the thin outlines

F33-009/REV 1
Starting together

What would a clear label on a shared supply
box need to explain?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-011/REV 1
Starting together

What could a host say when an activity needs to
end so the official briefing can start?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-013/REV 1
Starting together

What could a fictional helping team do when two
instructions seem to disagree?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-015/REV 1
Starting together

What could a group put on a general questions
board without naming clients or visitors?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.
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F33-010/REV 1
Starting together

What is a useful question to ask before using an
unfamiliar shared item?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-012/REV 1
Starting together

What would help a group keep casual answers
out of attendance or training records?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-014/REV 1

Starting together

What would make a simple demonstration
easier to follow without requiring everyone to
copy it?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-016 / REV 1
Starting together

What is a friendly way to ask who can answer
an official procedures question?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.
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Card sheet / Cut along the thin outlines

F33-017 /REV 1

A fictional helping team

Invent a helping team whose only task is
returning lost clouds to the sky.

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-019/REV 1

A fictional helping team

What would volunteers at an imaginary umbrella
library label first?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-021/REV 1

A fictional helping team

Invent a sign for a community cupboard used
only by polite garden tools.

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-023/REV 1

A fictional helping team

What would be a useful job for a very patient
bell in an imaginary welcome center?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.
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F33-018 /REV 1

A fictional helping team

What would be in a welcome pack for a team
organizing a festival for empty notebooks?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-020 / REV 1

A fictional helping team

What could a team of pencils do to make a
blank page more welcoming?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-022 /REV 1

A fictional helping team

What would a fictional team need to prepare
before hosting a picnic for paper boats?

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.

F33-024/REV 1

A fictional helping team

Invent a closing announcement for a team that
has finished sorting imaginary leaves.

Answer, listen, or pass. No explanation needed.



