Word Association Party Game for Adults

Say the first word that comes to mind from a shared cue, then pass the new word along the circle without searching
for a correct answer.

Host guide / Letter / 3—12 adults; small circles work best / 10-20 minutes

Read the guide privately first if this activity has hidden answers. Print single-sided at Actual size / 100%. Cut only sheets marked CARDS. Keep
answer keys with the host.

What you need
- No materials needed for spoken play.
- Optional 40 starter-word cards, paper, or a shared screen for remote participants.

- Optional timer only if the group wants a turn boundary.

How to run it

1. Seat or arrange the group in a circle, or choose an order for a remote call. Explain that every word can connect by
meaning, memory, sound, association, or a playful leap. There is no single right answer.

2. Read one starter word from the card set. Give the first player a moment to think, then invite one related word. That
word becomes the cue for the next player.

3. Continue around the circle, one word per turn. A participant may pass or choose an observer role. If the chain stops
or the group wants a fresh start, the host reads a new starter card and the next player begins with that cue. Do not
require explanations.

4. After one full round or a few minutes, stop the chain and choose another starter word. The host may invite the
group to notice an unexpected connection, but no one has to explain a personal association.

5. For a quiet version, let participants write or type one association, then share only volunteers. For a remote call, the
host posts the cue and players answer by voice or chat.

6. End after a few chains or when the group is ready to move on. There is no winner by default; if the group adds a
playful point system, keep it team-based and optional.
Keep the basic loop clear

The most important rule is that the word changes hands. A player responds to the current cue with one word; the next
player responds to that new word. Participants may connect by meaning, memory, sound, contrast, or imagination. If
a link is not obvious, the person can explain it briefly only if they want.

A chain might begin “harbor,” continue “boat,” then “paper,” then “receipt.” The sequence does not need to be logical
to everyone. The group can accept the link and keep going rather than deciding whether an answer is correct.
Choose a round style

Open chain is the default: any association is acceptable. In a category chain, players try to keep each response within
a broad topic such as places, food, or tools. In a quiet write-first mode, everyone writes one response before the first
person speaks, which gives people extra thinking time.

1 inch / print at 100% 25 mm / print at 100%

friendtagquestion.com / N_WORD_ASSOCIATION / Letter



A host can set a gentle boundary, such as one word per turn or one pass per round, but should not use the rule to
force participation. If the group wants no timer, leave it off. If a timer helps the event stay on schedule, use it as a
reminder to close the chain rather than a race.

Make it comfortable for mixed groups

Use familiar starter words and avoid prompts that ask people to disclose private experiences. A participant can pass
or choose a neutral association. Do not ask why someone chose a word, interpret their answer, or attach it to a
personality or workplace label.

In a larger room, split into circles of four to six so everyone has room to speak. On a video call, use voice, chat, or a
shared document. Keep cameras optional and allow people to skip a chain without explaining.

Printable host sheet

Read: “I will give a starter word. Take turns saying one word that connects for you. The next person uses that word as
the new cue. Any kind of connection is fine; there is no correct answer. You can pass or observe, and no one has to
explain a link.”

Start one chain and stop after a full circle. To restart, the host reads a new starter word and the next player begins
from that cue; do not repeat the old cue unless the host deliberately selects it again. Close with “Thanks for playing;
we will move to the next activity.” Do not save or score people’s word choices.

Use the 40 starter cards

The cards contain single words selected to invite different directions. A host can print them on slips, draw one at
random, or display a short list and let the group choose. If a word feels unclear or carries an unwanted association,
replace it with another card.

To make another round, ask the group to suggest a neutral word, or pick a word from the room such as “window” or
“table.” Keep the cue public and simple so players focus on association rather than figuring out what the host
intended.
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CARDS / Word Association Party Game for Adults

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-001 / Starter word

harbor

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-003 / Starter word

lantern

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-005 / Starter word

ribbon
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N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-002 / Starter word

receipt

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-004 / Starter word

shortcut

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-006 / Starter word

balcony



CARDS / Word Association Party Game for Adults

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-007 / Starter word

kettle

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-009 / Starter word

envelope

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-011 / Starter word

orchard
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N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-008 / Starter word

threshold

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-010 / Starter word

compass

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-012 / Starter word

paperclip
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N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-013 / Starter word

bridge

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-015 / Starter word

velvet

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-017 / Starter word

echo

1 inch / print at 100% 25 mm / print at 100%

friendtagquestion.com / N_WORD_ASSOCIATION / Letter

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-014 / Starter word

calendar

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-016 / Starter word

sidewalk

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-018 / Starter word

bookmark
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N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-019 / Starter word

cedar

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-021 / Starter word

picnic

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-023 / Starter word

studio
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N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-020 / Starter word

hallway

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-022 / Starter word

puddle

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-024 / Starter word

staircase
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N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-025 / Starter word

teacup

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-027 / Starter word

windmill

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-029 / Starter word

suitcase tag
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N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-026 / Starter word

postcard

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-028 / Starter word

marble

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-030 / Starter word

footpath
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N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-031 / Starter word

raincoat

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-033 / Starter word

toolbox

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-035 / Starter word

fountain
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N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-032 / Starter word

cinnamon

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-034 / Starter word

window seat

N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-036 / Starter word
ticket stub
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N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-037 / Starter word N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-038 / Starter word
telescope woven basket
N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-039 / Starter word N_WORD_ASSOCIATION-040 / Starter word
daybreak lighthouse

Hosting questions

Is there a correct association?

No. A word can connect by meaning, sound, memory, contrast, or imagination. The group does not need to judge the
link.

Can someone pass?

Yes. A player can pass, observe, or offer a neutral word without explaining why.

How many people work well?

Three to twelve can play, with smaller circles making turns shorter. Large groups can split into circles.
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Is this a vocabulary test or a board-game product?

No. This page describes a simple spoken party game and does not assess vocabulary or provide product-specific
rules.

Original Al-assisted resource with Al editorial review. Independent human playtesting and physical printing have not been completed. Answer,
listen, or pass.
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