Green Glass Door Game: Rules and Examples

Can a pillow pass through the Green Glass Door while a blanket cannot? In this version, the answer depends on
the word’s spelling: only a word with two identical letters side by side passes. The host guide below includes a
spoiler-safe script, checked examples, and a short printable round.

Host guide / A4 / Adult groups of 3 or more; one host and two or more guessers / 10—-15 minutes

Read the guide privately first if this activity has hidden answers. Print single-sided at Actual size / 100%. Cut only sheets marked CARDS.
Keep answer keys with the host.

What you need
- No equipment required.

- Optional: paper for a private host answer key and a player note sheet.

How to run it

1. Choose one host. The host reads the rule and examples privately before play; players should not see the
answer key.

2. Tell the group: “We are going through the Green Glass Door. | can bring a pillow, but | cannot bring a blanket.
What would you bring?” Do not explain why yet.

3. Go around the circle. Each player proposes one item using the same grammatical form, such as “Can | bring a
____?”The host answers only yes or no.

4. Keep a visible two-column list of accepted and rejected words. Ask players to notice the spelling of the item
name, not just its meaning or category.

5. When someone thinks they know the rule, ask them to test it with a fresh example rather than announce the
rule. This lets everyone continue reasoning.

6. After several tests, invite the group to explain the pattern. Confirm it: an item passes when its written name
contains adjacent identical letters.

7. Offer a second round with a new host, or use the optional variation in the guide. Clearly announce that a new
round may use a different rule.
The hidden rule for this round

An item passes if its written name contains at least one pair of the same letter next to itself: “pillow” has II, “coffee”
has ff and ee, and “pizza” has zz. A word without a doubled adjacent letter fails, even if it belongs to the same
category as an accepted word.

The host should judge the exact word the player says. For example, “book” passes because it contains 00;
“books” also passes. “Cat” and “cats” both fail. If players use a phrase, agree in advance to judge the main item

word, not incidental words such as “a” or “the.”
- Pass: pillow, coffee, balloon, muffin, pizza, book.

- Do not pass: blanket, tea, basket, mug, salad, lamp.
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Spoiler-safe host script

Keep the opening short and confident: “We are going through the Green Glass Door. | can bring a pillow, but not a
blanket. | can bring coffee, but not tea. What would you bring?” These paired examples show the answer pattern
without naming it.

When a player proposes an item, answer only “yes” or “no.” Avoid smiling, pausing, or giving extra hints for correct
guesses. If a player blurts out the answer, thank them and ask them to demonstrate the rule with a new pair
instead of repeating it to the group.

- Useful prompt: “Can | bringa ___ through the Green Glass Door?”

- Useful response: “Yes, you can bring " or “No, ____ cannot come through.”

Checked practice examples

These examples use ordinary US English spellings and the stated rule. The answer depends on adjacent
repeated letters, not pronunciation, syllable count, or whether the object is large, valuable, or made of glass.

- Pillow: yes (ll). Blanket: no.

- Coffee: yes (ff and ee). Tea: no.
- Balloon: yes (Il and 00). Kite: no.
- Muffin: yes (ff). Bagel: no.

- Pizza: yes (zz). Taco: no.

- Book: yes (00). Page: no.

Keep the game fair and lively

Give players enough attempts to compare accepted and rejected words. If everyone is stuck, add a hint such as
“The answer is in the word itself.” Do not change the rule halfway through a round. A player who solves it can
keep testing words quietly so others still get a chance.

The standard game appears in team-builder and activity manuals as a yes-or-no guessing activity built around
doubled letters. Some manuals describe alternative patterns. Treat those as separate rounds: tell the new host the
chosen rule privately, then give the group fresh examples.

- For a quick round, stop once most people can produce a passing and a failing example.

- For a larger group, let players write one test word before taking turns so faster speakers do not dominate.

1 inch / print at 100% 25 mm / print at 100%

friendtagquestion.com / R_GREENGLASS / A4



CARDS / Green Glass Door Game: Rules and Examples

R_GREENGLASS-001 / host example R_GREENGLASS-002 / host example
Can a pillow pass through the Green Glass Can a blanket pass through the Green
Door? Glass Door?
R_GREENGLASS-003 / host example R_GREENGLASS-004 / host example
Can coffee pass through the Green Glass Can tea pass through the Green Glass
Door? Door?
R_GREENGLASS-005 / host example R_GREENGLASS-006 / host example
Can a balloon pass through the Green Can a kite pass through the Green Glass
Glass Door? Door?
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CARDS / Green Glass Door Game: Rules and Examples

R_GREENGLASS-007 / host example R_GREENGLASS-008 / host example
Can a muffin pass through the Green Glass Can a bagel pass through the Green Glass
Door? Door?
R_GREENGLASS-009 / host example R_GREENGLASS-010 / host example
Can pizza pass through the Green Glass Can a taco pass through the Green Glass
Door? Door?
R_GREENGLASS-011 / host example R_GREENGLASS-012 / host example
Can a book pass through the Green Glass Can a page pass through the Green Glass
Door? Door?
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Host answer key

Keep this section separate from player cards. Accept equivalent wording where the meaning matches.

01. Yes.

“Pillow” contains adjacent | letters.

02. No.

“Blanket” has no adjacent identical letters.

03. Yes.

“Coffee” contains ff and ee.

04. No.

“Tea” has no doubled adjacent letter.

05. Yes.

“Balloon” contains Il and oo.

06. No.

“Kite” has no doubled adjacent letter.

07. Yes.

“Muffin” contains ff.

08. No.

“Bagel” has no doubled adjacent letter.

09. Yes.

In this US spelling, “pizza” contains zz.

10. No.

“Taco” has no doubled adjacent letter.

11. Yes.

“Book” contains oo0.

12. No.

“Page” has no doubled adjacent letter.
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Hosting questions

What is the Green Glass Door rule?

In the version on this page, a word passes if its written name contains two identical letters side by side, such as |l
in “pillow.”

Can players use phrases instead of single words?

Yes, but have the host judge one agreed item word. This avoids accidental passes caused by a doubled letter
elsewhere in a phrase.

Should the host tell players the answer?

Not at the start. Give consistent yes-or-no feedback and invite players to test a new example. Confirm the rule
after the group has had time to infer it.

Can | use a different hidden rule?

Yes. Treat it as a new round, privately agree on the alternate pattern, and give examples that fit that rule. Do not
mix two rules in one round.

How many people can play?

One host and two or more guessers works. A circle makes turn-taking easy, but pairs can also take turns
proposing and judging words.

References

University of North Texas team-builder manual: describes the Green Glass Door yes/no game and the doubled-letter rule; used only to verify
the underlying mechanic.

https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/center-for-leadership-development/resources/cls-team-builder-manual.pdf

Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference activity book independently lists the doubled-letter mechanic; all examples and wording in this
JSON are newly written.

https://content.ciacsports.com/pdfs/teambuilding.pdf

Original Al-assisted resource with Al editorial review. Independent human playtesting and physical printing have not been completed. Answer,
listen, or pass.
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