Animal Trivia Questions and Answers

A source-linked animal trivia deck for adult groups, with 24 questions about wildlife, body features, and surprising
adaptations.

Host guide / Letter / Adult trivia / 20—35 minutes

Read the guide privately first if this activity has hidden answers. Print single-sided at Actual size / 100%. Cut only sheets marked CARDS. Keep
answer keys with the host.

What you need

- Printed question cards or a host screen
- Pens and a score sheet (optional)

- A timer (optional)

- One host or reader for each team

How to run it

1. Play individually or in teams of two to five; let players pass on any card.

2. Read the prompt and allow about 20—-30 seconds for discussion or a written answer.

3. Award one point for a correct answer, accepting equivalent wording and reasonable pronunciation variants.
4. Reveal the answer and read the explanation; keep its source link available for a quick check or later reading.
5. For a shorter round, choose a balanced mix from at least four categories.

6. Skip scoring and the timer for a relaxed conversation round.

How to host this deck

This animal round is designed for adult social groups that want lively, low-pressure questions rather than a specialist
wildlife quiz. It moves across mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians, ocean animals, insects, and adaptations.
Invite players to answer from what they know, then read the short explanation before moving on.

The material is informational and does not ask participants to handle or approach wildlife. Avoid turning animal facts
into claims about human behavior or performance.

- Play individually or in teams; a host reads each prompt and controls the reveal.
- Allow about 20 seconds for a guess, with optional team discussion.
- Award one point for a correct answer and accept clear equivalent terms.

- Players may pass without giving a reason; use source links for anyone curious about the animal.

Make the round fit the group

Use one question from every category for a quick opening activity, then let the group select a favorite category for a
bonus round. For a longer game, play all 24 cards and have teams alternate between answering and reading
explanations.
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The easy, medium, and hard labels can help a host adjust the mix, but they are only rough cues. Participants can also
answer collaboratively without keeping points.

- Quick version: choose six to eight cards across several categories.
- Full version: play the full deck and rotate who reads.

- Cooperative version: see how many of the 24 the group can answer together.

What the categories cover

The mammal and bird sections include familiar body features and behavior. Reptile and amphibian questions focus on
identification and basic physiology. Ocean cards cover size, skeletons, and anatomy; the insect section includes
pollination-related behavior and monarch migration; the final section highlights specialized traits that help animals
move or feed.

Card explanations summarize a specific source-backed fact, not every scientific nuance. If a question prompts a
debate about variation among species, the host can accept a broadly correct answer and move to the cited link
afterward.

- Mammals: trunks, running, tails, and egg-laying mammals.
- Birds: flight, feeding, and underwater movement.
- Reptiles, amphibians, ocean life, and pollinators.

- Adaptations: grasping, traction, insulation, and flight.
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CARDS / Animal Trivia Questions and Answers

R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-001 / Mammals

What body part do elephants use to grasp
food and draw water?

R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-003 / Mammals

What do beavers use their broad, flat tails for
among other functions?

R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-005 / Birds

Which large flightless bird is native to Africa?
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R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-002 / Mammals

Which land mammal is famous for being the
fastest runner over short distances?

R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-004 / Mammals

Which egg-laying mammal has a duck-like bill
and webbed feet?

R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-006 / Birds

Which tiny birds can hover while feeding from
flowers?



CARDS / Animal Trivia Questions and Answers

R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-007 / Birds

What is the large throat pouch of a brown
pelican mainly used for?

R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-009 / Reptiles & amphibians

Which crocodilian inhabits coastal areas of
southern Florida, including the Everglades?

R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-011 / Reptiles & amphibians

What does the male American bullfrog’s call
sound like, according to NPS?
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R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-008 / Birds

Puffins use their wings for which underwater
activity?

R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-010 / Reptiles & amphibians

What is one easy-to-spot feature that helps
distinguish an American alligator from a
crocodile?

R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-012 / Reptiles & amphibians

Which color-changing lizard is common in the
Everglades?



CARDS / Animal Trivia Questions and Answers

R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-013 / Ocean animals

What is the largest animal known to have
lived on Earth?

R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-015 / Ocean animals

Which sea turtle is the largest living turtle
species?

R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-017 / Insects & pollinators

What movement do honeybees use to tell
nestmates where food is located?
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R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-014 / Ocean animals

A shark’s skeleton is made primarily of what
flexible tissue?

R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-016 / Ocean animals

How many hearts does an octopus have?

R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-018 / Insects & pollinators

Many monarch butterflies in eastern North
America migrate to spend winter in which
country?



CARDS / Animal Trivia Questions and Answers

R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-019 / Insects & pollinators R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-020 / Insects & pollinators
Which plant do monarch caterpillars eat that Butterflies can taste food using which body
supplies the compounds known as part?

cardenolides?

R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-021 / Adaptations R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-022 / Adaptations
Which bear has an enlarged wrist bone that What unusual flight direction can
functions like an extra thumb when handling hummingbirds manage that most birds
bamboo? cannot sustain?
R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-023 / Adaptations R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS-024 / Adaptations
What feature helps a cheetah keep traction Why does a beaver’s fur help it stay warm in
while running? water?
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Host answer key

Keep this section separate from player cards. Accept equivalent wording where the meaning matches.

01. The trunk

An elephant’s trunk is a flexible fusion of the nose and upper lip, used for tasks such as grasping food and drawing
water.

02. The cheetah

Smithsonian’s animal profile describes the cheetah as the fastest land animal; speed helps it pursue prey in short
bursts.

03. Steering while swimming and signaling

Beavers use their broad tails for swimming-related steering and communication; the tail also stores fat and helps
support them on land.

04. The platypus

The platypus is one of the few living mammals that lay eggs; the Smithsonian collection record identifies the unusual
monotreme.

05. The ostrich

The ostrich is a large African bird that cannot fly; its powerful legs are adapted for running.

06. Hummingbirds

Hummingbirds can hover in place as they feed, a flight ability supported by rapid wingbeats and specialized flight
mechanics.

07. Scoop-netting fish

The pelican’s expandable bill pouch helps it capture fish from the water; it acts as a dip net rather than a food-storage
bag.

08. Swimming and steering as they pursue fish

Puffins fly underwater by beating their wings to propel and steer themselves while hunting fish.

09. The American crocodile

NPS says American crocodiles inhabit coastal areas of south Florida, where the species is at the northern edge of its
range.

10. A broad, rounded snout

NPS descriptions of the Everglades alligator and crocodile note differences in snout shape; the alligator’s is generally
broader and rounder.
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11. A low-pitched “jug-o-rum”

NPS describes male bullfrog calls as a series of low-pitched notes sounding like “jug-o0’-rum.”

12. The green anole

NPS notes that it can change from bright green to brown within seconds.

13. The blue whale

NOAA identifies the blue whale as the largest animal known; its size exceeds that of any known dinosaur.

14. Cartilage

Unlike bony fish, sharks have skeletons made largely of cartilage, the flexible tissue found in human ears and noses.

15. The leatherback sea turtle

NOAA identifies the leatherback as the largest living sea turtle. Its shell is leathery rather than a hard bony shell.

16. Three

NOAA'’s octopus fact sheet describes three hearts: two pump blood through the gills and one serves the rest of the
body.

17. A waggle dance

A foraging honeybee performs a waggle dance that communicates information about the direction and distance of a
food source.

18. Mexico

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service describes the eastern monarch’s migration to overwintering sites in the mountains
of central Mexico.

19. Milkweed leaves

Monarch caterpillars feed on milkweed leaves. NPS explains that these plants contain cardenolides, which can make
monarchs distasteful or toxic to some predators.

20. Their feet

Butterflies have taste receptors on their feet, which help them assess plants when they land.

21. The giant panda

The giant panda’s pseudo-thumb is an enlarged wrist bone that helps it grasp bamboo while feeding.

22. Flying backward

Hummingbirds can fly backward as well as hover, an unusual ability made possible by the way their wings move.
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23. Its claws do not retract fully and can act like cleats

Cheetah claws remain partly exposed and help provide traction while running, unlike the more retractable claws of
many cats.

24. A dense underfur traps insulating air

Beavers have a dense underfur and guard hairs that help keep water away from the skin and retain warmth.
Hosting questions

Do players need wildlife knowledge to participate?

No. The questions range from approachable to challenging, and teams can discuss before answering. The
explanations make the reveal part of the activity.

Can the host skip difficult questions?

Yes. The difficulty label is a guide; remove any card that does not fit the group or use only easy and medium
questions.

Does this game include animal handling or outdoor activities?

No. It is a seated trivia activity. Participants should observe wildlife from a respectful distance and follow local
guidance.

Can we play online?

Yes. Share one prompt at a time on screen or read it aloud. Teams can confer in chat or breakout rooms, then answer
together.

References

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/asian-elephant

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/cheetah

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/beaver

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://www.si.edu/object/ornithorhychus-anatinus-genera-mammalium%3Asilgoi_66656

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/ostrich

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/migratory-birds/hummingbirds

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/brown-pelican

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.

1 inch / print at 100% 25 mm / print at 100%

friendtagquestion.com / R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS / Letter


https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/asian-elephant
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/cheetah
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/beaver
https://www.si.edu/object/ornithorhychus-anatinus-genera-mammalium%3Asilgoi_66656
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/ostrich
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/migratory-birds/hummingbirds
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/brown-pelican

https://www.nps.gov/common/uploads/teachers/lessonplans/KEFJ%20Temp%20RainForest%20Teacher%20Resource%20Forging-Connections-5
08.pdf

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://www.nps.gov/ever/learn/nature/crocodile.htm

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://home.nps.gov/ever/learn/nature/alligator.htm

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/american-bullfrogs-fast-facts.htm

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://www.nps.gov/ever/learn/nature/greenanole.htm

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/blue-whale

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://www fisheries.noaa.gov/national/outreach-and-education/fun-facts-about-shocking-sharks

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/leatherback.html

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/news/exploration-extras/22valentines/media/octopus.pdf

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://www.ars.usda.gov/news-events/news/research-news/2023/honey-bees-more-faithful-to-their-flower-patches-than-bumble-bees/
Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://lwww.fws.gov/species/monarch-danaus-plexippus

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://home.nps.gov/articles/000/monarch-butterfly-featured-creature.htm

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/news/8-reasons-bee-awe-pollinators

Supports the fact stated in the linked answer card; see the card explanation for the claim-specific summary.
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/giant-panda

Original Al-assisted resource with Al editorial review. Independent human playtesting and physical printing have not been completed. Answer,
listen, or pass.

1 inch / print at 100% 25 mm / print at 100%

friendtagquestion.com / R_TRIVIA_ANIMALS / Letter 10


https://www.nps.gov/common/uploads/teachers/lessonplans/KEFJ%20Temp%20RainForest%20Teacher%20Resource%20Forging-Connections-508.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/common/uploads/teachers/lessonplans/KEFJ%20Temp%20RainForest%20Teacher%20Resource%20Forging-Connections-508.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/ever/learn/nature/crocodile.htm
https://home.nps.gov/ever/learn/nature/alligator.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/american-bullfrogs-fast-facts.htm
https://www.nps.gov/ever/learn/nature/greenanole.htm
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/blue-whale
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/outreach-and-education/fun-facts-about-shocking-sharks
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/leatherback.html
https://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/news/exploration-extras/22valentines/media/octopus.pdf
https://www.ars.usda.gov/news-events/news/research-news/2023/honey-bees-more-faithful-to-their-flower-patches-than-bumble-bees/
https://www.fws.gov/species/monarch-danaus-plexippus
https://home.nps.gov/articles/000/monarch-butterfly-featured-creature.htm
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/news/8-reasons-bee-awe-pollinators
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/giant-panda

